
 

                                                                                                                                                           West Bayfield Office Hours 8:00 to 4:00 Follow us on Twitter @WestBayfieldES  

WEST BAYFIELD E.S. 
Principal:   Jody Jowett 

Vice Principal:  Brenda Hotton 

Superintendent:  Charlene Scime 

Trustee:   Dana Powell 

Office Support: Patty Lewis and Wendy Averell 

2023 

Hello Bronco Families, 

 

West Bayfield has had a fantastic start to 2023.  Our students and staff have been working 
hard learning in the classroom, around the school, in the yard and in the community.  

 Students are enjoying learning and playing chess at Chess Club  

 The intermediate girls volleyball and intermediate boys basketball seasons are un-
derway. 

 The Student OPHEA leadership team is working on some fun activities for the 
school in February and May 

 The Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion team have prepared lessons to share school 
wide on Celebrating Black Excellence 

 The Spirit Team is planning another candygram sale.—Stay tuned for more infor-
mation 

 The grade 8s have started selling popcorn on Fridays and will be helping with milk 
sales. Orders can be made through SchoolCash-LunchBox 

 

A big thank you to our school community for supporting all of our fundraisers. The funds 
raised help students participate in field trips, schoolwide activities and the purchase of 
equipment and supplies classrooms and students. 

 

We are looking forward to February and all the activities and learning that will take place.   

 

Brenda Hotton , Vice-Principal 

Home of the Broncos 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 

February is 

Black 

History 

Month 

 2 

Grad Photos/

Kindergarten 

Photos 

Ground Hog 

Day 

3 Quesada 4  1 Sub 

Gr. 4 Outdoor 

experiences 

visit #2 

 

5 6 Pasta 
 
School 
Council 5:30 
pm 
 
Little 
Jammerz 

7 Osmow’s 

 

 8 Sub 

Dairy 

Presentation 

Primary 

 

 

 9 Pizza 

Dairy 

Presentation 

Primary  

Domino’s 

Raise The 

Dough Night 

10 Quesada 
 
House Colour 

Spirit Day  

11 

12 13 Pasta 
 
Milk begins 
today 
 
Little 
Jammerz 

14 Osmow’s 

Valentines 

Day 

 15 Sub 

National 

Flag Day 

 

 16 Pizza 

 

 

17 Quesada 

House Colour 

Spirit Day!! 

Report  

Cards Go 

Home 

18 

19 20  

Family Day 

No School 

21 Osmow’s  22 Sub 

Pink Shirt 
Day 

 

 23 Pizza 

Rocks and 

Rings - 

virtual 

presentation 

 

 24 Quesada 

House Colour 

Spirit Day!! 

 

 

25 

26 27 Pasta 

Little 
Jammerz 

28 Osmow’s 

 

Gr 2 Family 

Fun Food and 

Fitness night 

5:30pm 

 

 

Milk begins 

on Feb. 13. 

Order on 

Lunchbox/

Schoolcash 

 

Save the 

date 

March 7th 

Wendy’s 

Night 

Fundraiser 
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Grade 2 Families—Save the date for 

Family Fun Food and Fitness Night on 
Tuesday February 28, 5:30-6:45 pm in 
the gym. More information to follow. 

OPHEA Student Leadership Team 

The OPHEA student leaders had their first meeting in January with Mrs. Morley, Ms. 

Carroll and Mrs. Hotton. They have shared some great ideas and suggestions for making 

West Bayfield a happier and healthier place. The team has begun working on the  Grade 

2 Family Fun Food and Fitness Night that will happen at the end of February. The team 

will also be planning a school wide mental health day in May. Students will get to partic-

ipate in a variety of activities run by student leaders and staff. Stay tuned for updates! 

Spanish read a 

loud with Mr. 

Centurione in the 

library. 

Introducing Alexis, 

illustrator of her first 

picture book. 

Look how each colour team is doing! 

Way to go Broncos!! 
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West Bayfield ES relies on 
email communication for 
school newsletters and 
updates to reach our 
community quickly and 
efficiently. It is important 
to have updated email 
addresses on file.  
 
Please ensure “School 
Messenger” is not a 
blocked incoming email 
recipient and that you 
read our school emails in 
their entirety as they 

always contain important 
information for you or 
your child(ren). 

 Inclusiveness:  
We include everyone in what we do 

and value their contributions.  
More information about character education can be found here: 

www.scdsb.on.ca/about/character_education 

 
 
 
 
 
 

FEBRUARY CHARACTER TRAIT HOLY DAYS & HOLIDAYS 

February 

2023 

 Black History Month 

1 Imbolc 
Wicca 

5 Magha (Sangha Day) 
Buddhism 

15 Nirvana Day 
Buddhism 

15 Nirvana Day 
Jainism 

18  Maha Shivratri 
Hinduism 

18 Isra’a and Mi’raj 
Islam 

20 Family Day  (Ont.) 
Provincial Holiday 

21  Losar (Tibetan New Year) 
Buddhism 

22 Ash Wednesday 
Christianity 

26 to 
Mar. 
1 

 Ayyam-i-Ha (Intercalary 
Days) 
Bahai 

27 Clean Monday 
Christianity 

Make a Donation on School Cash 

Online 

 Make a Donation anytime through 

School Cash Online. These donations 

should go to General Needs, we use 

these funds for field trips and food pur-

chases for students in need.  

Black History Month 
The Simcoe County District School Board (SCDSB) recognizes 

and celebrates Black History Month every February. The SCDSB 

is committed to improving equity of access and opportunity for 

Black students, staff, and parents/guardians, and to creating a 

safe and caring learning environment that promotes the human 

rights of staff, students, and parent/guardians. The initiatives 

undertaken by the SCDSB have been embedded in teaching and 

learning at all school levels, and centrally, for Black History 

Month and throughout the year. Follow the SCDSB on social 

media to see how schools are recognizing Black History Month.  

http://www.scdsb.on.ca/about/character_education
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GRADE 8 GRADUATION PICTURE DAY 
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We have many items in our Lost and Found at West 
Bayfield.  Please have your child(ren)  come and  
take a look through our collection if you are missing 
any articles of clothing , snow pants, coats, sweaters 
ect.  Parents are welcome to come in as well during 
school hours, please check in at the office first.                      

LOST AND FOUND 

Kindergarten registration for September 

2023 is open! 
Kindergarten is the beginning of a wonderful journey of 

learning, and we want your child to begin their journey in 

a SCDSB school! Do you have a child who is turning four 

in 2023? If so, we invite you to register your child for 

Kindergarten. To register online or for more information 

visit: www.scdsb.on.ca/ kindergarten.  

                                                                

Save the date:  West Bayfield Kindergarten 

Orientation will be Wednesday May 3, 2023 from 4:00 

to 5:30 in the gym.  More information to come.                                                                 

KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION FOR SEPTEMBER 2023 

All information regarding cancelled buses in Simcoe County is 
posted on the Simcoe County Student Transportation 
Consortium (SCSTC)’s bus information website at 
www.simcoecountyschoolbus.ca. Our school is in the Central 
zone. When buses are cancelled, schools remain open for 
student learning, unless otherwise noted. School staff are 
expected to plan for such emergencies in order to transition 
students who are unable to attend due to inclement weather 
to their online platforms (Google Classroom and/or SCDSBhub 
[Brightspace by D2L]) and continue with academic 
programming. It is always a family decision whether or not it is 

safe for their child(ren) to leave for school under severe 
weather conditions. 
 
The SCSTC and bus operators try to make the decision to 
cancel school buses before 6 a.m. and make every effort to 
post announcements before 7 a.m. Inclement weather 
cancellations are effective for the whole day and buses 
cancelled in the morning will not run at the end of the day. 
You can follow the SCSTC on Twitter @SCSTC_SchoolBus for 
bus cancellations and other information. You can also 
subscribe to receive bus delay notifications here: https://
scstc.ca/Subscriptions/Login.aspx.  

INCLEMENT WEATHER AND BUS CANCELLATION INFO REMINDER 

 Please visit https://mabelslabels.ca/en_CA/  

When purchasing items on Mabel’s Labels don’t 
forget to enter our school name so that we earn 
20% back.  

MABEL LABELS 

file://///adminvs01/diroff/Communications/Communications%20Department/School%20Newsletter%20Items/2020-2021/October/www.simcoecountyschoolbus.ca
https://twitter.com/SCSTC_SchoolBus?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://scstc.ca/Subscriptions/Login.aspx
https://scstc.ca/Subscriptions/Login.aspx
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmabelslabels.ca%2Fen_CA%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cwaverell%40scdsb.on.ca%7C255b8c459fdd41707c3808daf9a132db%7C573d7e64d5434fd8b3da0c64adc4eb35%7C1%7C0%7C638096767973235575%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWI
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DOMINO’S RAISE THE DOUGH NIGHT 

  WENDY’S NIGHT     CHARACTER EDUCATION –SURVEY 

 

Save the Date: Tuesday,  March 7, 

2023.   

West  Bayfield Fundraiser. 

More information to come home soon.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCDSB Character Education program 

Our SCDSB Character Education program was devel-

oped over 20 years ago. As a school board, we are 

moving forward to update the SCDSB Character Edu-

cation program, along with the attributes. The intend-

ed implementation date for our new Character Educa-

tion program will be September 2023. To make this 

successful, it is imperative that everyone has an op-

portunity to have a voice. Currently, we are eliciting 

student voice from our elementary and secondary stu-

dents and understanding the important partnership 

with parents/guardians; we are asking if you could 

take a moment to fill out the below survey.  

 

The survey opens on Feb. 6 and will remain open until 

Feb. 10: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.surveymonkey.com%2Fr%2FM2BF38X&data=05%7C01%7Cafarrell%40scdsb.on.ca%7Ce87d2467aedd4c90b97608db02e7e34f%7C573d7e64d5434fd8b3da0c64adc4eb35%7C1%7C0%7C638106967190839882%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb
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Child care programs available on PA days, holidays 

and March Break 

Child care programs for children in Kindergarten to 
Grade 6 are provided by independent, third-
party child care operators in some SCDSB schools. 
To support your child care needs, some operators 
offer child care on PA days and holidays, including 

over the March Break (Mar. 13 to 17). Registration 
in advance is required. Please contact the child care 
operator directly to discuss fees and to register. For 
more information and contact numbers, please 
visit: https://scdsb.on.ca/elementary/
planning_for_school/childcare_before_after  

CHILD CARE PROGRAMS AVAILABLE ON PA DAYS, HOLIDAYS AND MARCH BREAK 

Notice to students and parents/guardians of students 

regarding out-of-area-requests 

 

Under Simcoe County District School Board procedures 

(APM A7000 – School Attendance Areas), it is possible 

for students to apply for and receive permission to 

attend an out-of-attendance-area school. Students will 

be permitted to continue in attendance as long as there 

are pupil places available. They may be required to 

return to their home school or transfer to another 

school when the capacity of the school they are 

attending has been reached and space is required for 

students residing within the designated attendance 

areas. An approval may be revoked at any time by the 

superintendent of education, after consultation with the 

receiving school principal, for reasons related to the 

student’s behaviour, attendance, actions or inactions. 

Transportation to and from school is the responsibility of 

the out-of-attendance-area student and/or parent/

guardian. 

OUT-OF AREA REQUESTS 

Registration now open for summer eLearning! 

The Simcoe County District School Board (SCDSB) is 

offering summer school courses in July 2023 for 

current high school students or adult learners who 

are interested in earning a new credit or upgrading 

a previous mark. Students can advance online 

learning skills, earn missed credits or fast-track 

preparation for graduation or post-secondary in just 

four weeks. eLearning is fully supported by certified 

teachers who are available electronically daily. 

 

Summer school program details can be found on 
the Learning Centres website at http://
thelearningcentres.com/high-school-student/
summer-school.  

REGISTRATION NOW OPEN FOR SUMMER ELEARNING! 

Early learning and child care 

The Simcoe County EarlyON Child and Family 

Centres have locations throughout Simcoe County. 

These centres offer a variety of services including 

programs that help prepare children and parents 

for kindergarten. Programming will be offered in 

the spring of 2023. Check with your local EarlyON 

provider for dates and times: https://linktr.ee/

earlyonsimcoe. 

EARLY LEARNING AND CHILD CARE 

https://scdsb.on.ca/elementary/planning_for_school/childcare_before_after
https://scdsb.on.ca/elementary/planning_for_school/childcare_before_after
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fthelearningcentres.com%2Fhigh-school-student%2Fsummer-school&data=05%7C01%7Cskekewich%40scdsb.on.ca%7Cd79f8cd71d8146c64fb808dafef3f03e%7C573d7e64d5434fd8b3da0c64adc4eb35%7C1%7C0%7C63810262089703
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fthelearningcentres.com%2Fhigh-school-student%2Fsummer-school&data=05%7C01%7Cskekewich%40scdsb.on.ca%7Cd79f8cd71d8146c64fb808dafef3f03e%7C573d7e64d5434fd8b3da0c64adc4eb35%7C1%7C0%7C63810262089703
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fthelearningcentres.com%2Fhigh-school-student%2Fsummer-school&data=05%7C01%7Cskekewich%40scdsb.on.ca%7Cd79f8cd71d8146c64fb808dafef3f03e%7C573d7e64d5434fd8b3da0c64adc4eb35%7C1%7C0%7C63810262089703
https://linktr.ee/earlyonsimcoe
https://linktr.ee/earlyonsimcoe
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Join us! A learning series for parents/guardians with Pine River Institute 

Mental health and well-being continues to be a key strategic priority within the SCDSB. We are pleased to continue our 

partnership with the Centre for Family Initiatives at Pine River Institute (CFI@PRI) to provide several curated learning 

sessions focused on student mental health and well-being to SCDSB families, staff and within the SCDSB’s broader 

school communities.  

 

There are five webinars in the learning series specifically planned for parents, guardians and other caregivers during 

this school year. The remaining sessions include:  

            Feb. 9, 2023                   Guide to Attuned Limit Setting 

            March 2, 2023                Emotional Regulation for Kids and Adults 

            April 27, 2023                 The Biology of Stress 

 

We hope you save these dates in your calendar and join us for these learning opportunities. For more information and 

to register, please visit the SCDSB website: https://bit.ly/3jGaC74. 

 

Pine River Institute is a live-in treatment centre and outdoor leadership experience for youth aged 13 to 19 struggling 

with addictive behaviours and often other mental health issues. Combining therapy with a fully-accredited education 

program, PRI reinforces the healthy life skills required for a successful future. CFI@PRI extends PRI’s knowledge, 

experience and evidence-informed treatment approach to families and care providers in the community to support 

youth mental wellness and prevent the need for more intensive interventions.  Learn more about PRI by visiting their 

website at www.pineriverinstitute.com. 

SCDSB Anti-sex Trafficking Protocol and resources for parents/guardians 

In 2021-22, the Ministry of Education directed Ontario school boards to develop an anti-sex trafficking protocol 

that was tailored to the needs of their community. The Simcoe County District School Board (SCDSB) has devel-

oped a protocol and relevant training and resources for staff, students and parents/guardians. The focus of the 

SCDSB’s protocol and resources is to protect students and empower school communities to play a key role in 

fighting sex trafficking and keeping children and youth safe from sexual exploitation. 

 

More information, including a link to the SCDSB Anti-Sex Trafficking Protocol and associated resources, is availa-

ble on the SCDSB website: www.scdsb.on.ca/elementary/safe_schools/anti-sex_trafficking_protocol. 

IMPORTANT HUMAN TRAFFICKING INFORMATION 

LEARNING SERIES WITH PINE RIVER INSTITUTE 

MATH GAMES AT HOME 

Math games at home 

Playing math games at home is a great way to reinforce math concepts that students learn at school. The 

YouTube channel MMMathMania has a large number of videos of math games that can be played using paper, 

dice, and/or playing cards. Check out the channel at: www.youtube.com/

@mmmathmaniamathgamesmore3985 or search MMMathMania on YouTube. 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2F3jGaC74&data=05%7C01%7Cafarrell%40scdsb.on.ca%7Ca6793ac090a44fab7c3008da86a8340f%7C573d7e64d5434fd8b3da0c64adc4eb35%7C1%7C0%7C637970354236097517%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjA
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.pineriverinstitute.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cafarrell%40scdsb.on.ca%7Ca6793ac090a44fab7c3008da86a8340f%7C573d7e64d5434fd8b3da0c64adc4eb35%7C1%7C0%7C637970354236097517%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJ
http://www.scdsb.on.ca/elementary/safe_schools/anti-sex_trafficking_protocol
file:///C:/Users/afarrell/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/40QADX8P/www.youtube.com/@mmmathmaniamathgamesmore3985
file:///C:/Users/afarrell/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/40QADX8P/www.youtube.com/@mmmathmaniamathgamesmore3985
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Interested in learning more about the ways 

that the SCDSB supports students with 

special education needs and their families? 

Join us for a virtual special education 

outreach series 

 

In 2023, the Simcoe County District School 

Board (SCDSB) is hosting virtual special 

education outreach sessions to assist parents/

caregivers in learning more about programs, 

supports and ways that we work together to 

support students with special education needs. 

The remaining sessions include: 

 

Supporting students with autism spectrum 

disorder 

Feb. 14 

6:30 to 7:30 p.m. 

 

Supporting students as they transition into 

school, from one school to another, and 

from school upon graduation 

April 20 

6:30 to 7:30 p.m. 

 

Working with families to create safe and 

supportive environments for children who 

have experienced trauma  

May 9 

6:30 to 7:30 p.m. 

Participants are asked to register in advance. 
Information to access the sessions will be 
shared via email with individuals who have pre-
registered. Learn more about each session and 
how to register on the SCDSB website at 
www.scdsb.on.ca/elementary/
special_education/
special_education_outreach_sessions.    

VIRTUAL SPECIAL EDUCATION OUTREACH SERIES 

Evaluating early literacy 

The Ministry of Education has directed all Ontario school 

boards to begin implementing the recommendations 

outlined in the Right to Read Inquiry. As a result, primary 

educators are shifting from using leveled texts for 

reading instruction as they encourage reliance on 

guessing strategies to solve unknown words. Instead, 

educators are beginning to use a scope and sequence to 

systematically teach phonemic awareness (awareness of 

the sounds in words) and phonics (understanding of the 

letters that represent sounds). Students may apply the 

phonics skills they have learned by reading ’decodable’ 

or ’phonetically controlled’ texts.  

 

As a result, educators are moving away from using PM 

Benchmarks and moving towards assessments that 

measure foundational reading skills. For example, in 

Grade 1, educators will be observing a child’s ability to 

identify the sounds they hear in a word, identify the 

letter(s) that represent the sound, and their ability to 

blend the sounds together to decode (read) the word 

and encode (write) the word. In later primary, educators 

will be observing a child’s understanding of more 

complex letter/sound relationships such as prefixes and 

suffixes. 

 

Educators will also consider a child’s achievement in 

reading fluency, vocabulary development, and reading 

comprehension when assigning a report card grade for 

reading. 

 

To support your child at home, the following documents 

provide activities that may help foster these 

foundational skills: 

 

1. Phonological Awareness Activities for Families 

https://bit.ly/3WVsexb  

2. Supporting Reading Development at Home https://

bit.ly/3X3wB9w  

EVALUATING EARLY LITERACY 

http://www.scdsb.on.ca/elementary/special_education/special_education_outreach_sessions
http://www.scdsb.on.ca/elementary/special_education/special_education_outreach_sessions
http://www.scdsb.on.ca/elementary/special_education/special_education_outreach_sessions
https://bit.ly/3WVsexb
https://bit.ly/3X3wB9w
https://bit.ly/3X3wB9w

